
I HAVE A DREAM 

I AM HAPPY TO JOIN YOU TONIGHT IN AN EVENING OF CONSEQUENCE…AN EVENING THAT MAY 

GO DOWN IN HISTORY AS A TURNING POINT IN A CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT DEDICATED TO RESTORING 

JUSTICE FOR ALL. 

IN 1787, THE FOUNDERS OF OUR COUNTRY CREATED AND ADOPTED A CONSTITUTION WHICH 

ESTABLISHED THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.  FOUR YEARS LATER, THE FOUNDERS AMENDED THE 

CONSTITUTION BY ADDING PROTECTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS’ RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES…..10 

AMENDMENTS KNOWN AS THE BILL OF RIGHTS.      

BUT MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED YEARS LATER, THE PROMISES OF THE CONSTITUTION AND OF 

THE BILL OF RIGHTS ARE BEING DENIED TO A GROUP OF CITIZENS WHO LANGUISH IN THE CORNERS OF 

SOCIETY AND FINDS THEMSELVES EXILED IN THEIR OWN LAND.   

THAT GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS HAS BEEN LABELED BY SOME AS “SEX OFFENDERS”.  I SHALL 

HENCEFORTH REFER TO THEM AS “REGISTERED CITIZENS”. 

REGISTERED CITIZENS HAVE MADE A MISTAKE.  THEY HAVE BROKEN A LAW.  AND THEY HAVE 

PAID THEIR DEBT TO SOCIETY BY GOING TO PRISON OR SERVING TIME ON PROBATION.   

DESPITE THE PAYMENT OF THEIR DEBTS TO SOCIETY, REGISTERED CITIZENS CONTINUE TO BE 

PUNISHED BY BEING DENIED JOBS, A HOME IN WHICH TO LIVE, CREDIT, ACCESS TO PARKS, BEACHES, 

AND LIBRARIES AS WELL EXILED FROM SOME OR ALL MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES.   

SOME REGISTERED CITIZENS ARE UNEMPLOYED…SOME ARE HOMELESS….AND SOME ARE 

MURDERED BY VIGILANTES FOR NO OTHER REASON THAN THEIR LABEL.  THIS IS PUNISHMENT!!  

DESPITE WHAT THE U.S. SUPREME COURT HAS RULED.  THE REQUIREMENT TO REGISTER IS NOT THE 

SAME AS -- OR EVEN SIMILAR TO -- BECOMING A MEMBER OF COSTCO!   

IN A SENSE WE HAVE COME TO THIS CONFERENCE IN L.A. TO CASH A CHECK…A PROMISSORY 

NOTE SIGNED BY THE FOUNDERS OF THIS NATION. 

IT IS OBVIOUS TODAY THAT AMERICA HAS DEFAULTED ON THIS PROMISSORY NOTE INSOFAR AS 

REGISTERED CITIZENS ARE CONCERNED.  INSTEAD OF HONORING THE SACRED OBLIGATIONS OF THE 

CONSTITUTION, AMERICA HAS GIVEN REGISTERED CITIZENS A BAD CHECK…A CHECK WHICH HAS BEEN 

RETURNED AND MARKED “INSUFFICIENT FUNDS”.   

BUT WE REFUSE TO BELIEVE THAT THE BANK OF JUSTICE IN AMERICA IS BANKRUPT.  WE REFUSE 

TO BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE INSUFFICIENT FUNDS IN THE GREAT VAULTS OF OPPORTUNITY OF THIS 

NATION.  SO WE HAVE COME TO L.A.….THE CITY WHICH CREATED THE NATION’S FIRST REGISTRY IN 

1947….TO CASH THIS CHECK.   A CHECK THAT WILL GIVE US THE RICHES AND SECURITY OF JUSTICE.  WE 

HAVE ALSO COME TO REMIND AMERICA OF THE NEED TO ACT NOW.  

 



IT WOULD BE UNCONSCIONABLE FOR THE NATION TO OVERLOOK THE URGENCY OF THE 

MOMENT WHEN CIVIL RIGHTS ARE DENIED AND CITIZENS SUCH AS CHARLES AND GRETCHEN PARKER 

ARE MURDERED BY VIGILANTES IN SOUTH CAROLINA LAST MONTH.  THIS SWELTERING SUMMER OF THE 

REGISTERED CITIZEN’S LEGITIMATE DISCONTENT WILL NOT PASS UNTIL THERE IS AN INVIGORATING 

AUTUMN OF FREEDOM FOR REGISTERED CITIZENS.  2013 IS NOT AN END, BUT A BEGINNING.   

TODAY THERE ARE MORE THAN 750,000 AMERICAN CITIZENS WHO ARE BEING DENIED THEIR 

CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS  EVERY DAY…..24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK, 365 DAYS A YEAR.  THIS 

MUST STOP!  NOW IS THE TIME TO LIFT OUR NATION FROM THE QUICK SANDS OF INJUSTICE TO THE 

SOLID ROCK OF JUSTICE.  NOW IS THE TIME TO MAKE JUSTICE A REALITY FOR ALL CITIZENS.  BUT WE 

CANNOT MOVE FORWARD ALONE. 

INSTEAD, WE MUST INCLUDE OUR LOVED ONES….OUR PARENTS…OUR CHILDREN….OUR NIECES, 

NEPHEWS, AUNTS, UNCLES, NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS….WHO WILL BE SERVE AS OBJECTIVE WITNESSES 

TO THE PLIGHT OF REGISTERED CITIZENS.   

 I AM MINDFUL THAT SOME OF YOU HAVE COME HERE FROM FARAWAY STATES…MARYLAND, 

MASSASCHUSETTS, FLORIDA…I AM ALSO MINDFUL THAT SOME OF YOU HAVE RECENTLY BEEN 

RELEASED FROM PRISON AND SOME OF YOU REMAIN ON PROBATION OR PAROLE. 

 GO BACK TO MARYLAND…GO BACK TO MASSACHUSETTS…GO BACK TO FLORIDA…GO BACK TO 

THE SLUMS WHERE SOME HOMELESS REGISTERED CITIZENS LIVE….KNOWING THAT SOMEHOW THIS 

SITUATION CAN AND WILL BE CHANGED.   

 I SAY TO YOU TONIGHT, FRIENDS, EVEN THOUGH WE FACE THE DIFFICULTIES OF TODAY AND 

TOMORROW, I HAVE A DREAM.  IT IS A DREAM DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE AMERICAN DREAM. 

 I HAVE A DREAM THAT ONE DAY THIS NATION WILL RISE UP AND LIVE OUT FOR ALL CITIZENS 

THE TRUE MEANING OF ITS CREED, “WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BE SELF-EVIDENT, THAT ALL PEOPLE 

ARE CREATED EQUAL.” 

 I HAVE A DREAM THAT ONE DAY IN THE PARKS OF MARYLAND REGISTERED CITIZENS CAN HAVE 

A FAMILY PICNIC. 

 I HAVE A DREAM THAT ONE DAY IN THE LIBRARIES OF NEW MEXICO REGISTERED CITIZENS CAN 

READ A BOOK. 

 I HAVE A DREAM. 

 I HAVE A DREAM THAT ONE DAY IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA REGISTERED CITIZENS WILL BE 

ALLOWED TO ENTER EMERGENCY SHELTERS WHEN A HURRICANE ARRIVES. 

 I HAVE A DREAM THAT ONE DAY IN THE STATE OF TENNESSEE REGISTERED CITIZENS WILL BE 

ABLE TO LIVE WITH ALL THE MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES. 

 I HAVE A DREAM. 



 I HAVE A DREAM THAT ONE DAY IN THE STATE OF OHIO REGISTERED CITIZENS CAN CELEBRATE 

HALLOWEEN IN THEIR OWN HOMES WITHOUT FEAR OF ARREST. 

 I HAVE A DREAM THAT ONE DAY IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA REGISTERED CITIZENS CAN LIVE 

IN ANY CITY OR COUNTY THEY WISH TO LIVE IN. 

 I HAVE A DREAM. 

I HAVE A DREAM THAT ONE DAY IN AMERICA REGISTERED CITIZENS WILL NO LONGER BE 

REQUIRED TO WEAR GPS MONITORS. 

 I HAVE A DREAM THAT ONE DAY IN AMERICA ARMED POLICE OFFICERS WILL NO LONGER SHOW 

UP ON THE DOORSTEPS OF REGISTERED CITIZENS. 

 I HAVE A DREAM. 

I HAVE A DREAM THAT ONE DAY THE NAMES, PHOTOS AND HOME ADDRESSES OF REGISTERED 

CITIZENS WILL NO LONGER BE PUBLISHED ON THE INTERNET. 

 I HAVE A DREAM THAT ONE DAY IN AMERICA ELECTED OFFICIALS WILL NO LONGER PASS LAWS 

THAT DENY THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF REGISTERED CITIZENS IN ORDER TO INCREASE THEIR CHANCE OF RE-

ELECTION. 

 I HAVE A DREAM. 

 I HAVE A DREAM THAT ONE DAY REGISTERED CITIZENS WILL NOT BE TREATED LIKE LEPERS AND 

WILL NOT BE PUBLICLY DISGRACED, HUMILIATED AND SHAMED.  

 I HAVE A DREAM THAT ONE DAY IN AMERICA REGISTERED CITIZENS WILL NOT BE HUNTED 

DOWN AND MURDERED BY VIGILANTES. 

 I HAVE A DREAM 

 I HAVE A DREAM THAT ONE DAY IN AMERICA THE U.S. SUPREME COURT WILL RECOGNIZE THAT 

REGISTRATION IS A FORM OF PUNISHMENT. 

 I HAVE A DREAM THAT ONE DAY IN AMERICA REGISTERED CITIZENS WILL LIVE IN A NATION 

WHERE THEY WILL NOT BE JUDGED BY A MISTAKE THEY MADE DECADES AGO BUT BY THE CONTENT OF 

THEIR CURRENT CHARACTER AND ACTIONS. 

 THIS IS OUR HOPE.  THIS IS THE FAITH WITH WHICH I WILL CONTINUE MY WORK TO RESTORE 

JUSTICE FOR REGISTERED CITIZENS.  WITH THIS FAITH WE WILL BE ABLE TO HEW OUT OF THE 

MOUNTAIN OF DESPAIR A STONE OF HOPE.   

 



 THAT WILL BE THE DAY WHEN WE ALL WILL BE ABLE TO SING WITH A NEW MEANING, “MY 

COUNTRY ‘TIS OF THEE, SWEET LAND OF LIBERTY”…..AND IF AMERICA IS TO REMAIN A GREAT NATION 

THIS MUST BE TRUE.   

SO LET JUSTICE RING FROM MOUNT RAINIER IN WASHINGTON STATE.  LET JUSTICE RING FROM 

THE MISSIPPI RIVER IN LOUISIANA.  LET JUSTICE RING FROM THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS IN COLORADO.  

LET JUSTICE RING FROM THE BEACHES OF CALIFORNIA. 

 LET JUSTICE RING. 

 AND WHEN THESE THINGS HAPPEN, JUSTICE WILL RING….FROM EVERY VILLAGE AND 

HAMLET….FROM EVERY STATE AND CITY…AND THAT WILL IN TURN SPEED UP THE DAY WHEN ALL 

CITIZENS….REGISTERED AND UNREGISTERED…..JOIN HANDS AND REPEAT TOGETHER THE ULTIMATE 

GOAL OF THIS MOVEMENT TO LIVE AS CITIZENS….AS EXPRESSED CLEARLY IN THE LAST SIX WORDS OF 

OUR NATION’S PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE…..”WITH LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL.” 

 HOW DO WE GET THERE?  BY SHOWING UP – STANDING UP – AND SPEAKING UP. 

THANK YOU. 

     


